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Photo caption (left to right): The Excellence Award Winners. Lynne Fox, Chief Executive of CREA; 

Iain and Sandra Blackburn of Pure Lakes Skin Care (Gold); Caroline Westnutt and Dr. Tony Winzor of 

Hunter Hall School (Bronze); David Aitken and Pauline Preston of Wildly Rural (Silver); Jeremy 

Westgarth of the Environment Agency.  

 

 

Cumbrian businesses grab green gongs 

 

Cumbriaôs best environmentally-savvy businesses were honoured at the Cumbria Business 

Environment Network (CBEN) Awards, held at the Castle Green Hotel, Kendal on Wednesday 23rd 

March 2011. The awards rewarded over 100 businesses that have worked hard to help the 

environment. 

 

CBEN is a project delivered  by Cumbria Rural Enterprise Agency (CREA) that provides advice, audits 

and support to Cumbrian businesses looking to find ways to reduce their environmental impact and 

manage their resources more efficiently.  It is part -funded by the NWDA and ERDF through the 

regional ENWORKS Resource Efficiency programme.   
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Winners were announced in three categories - Gold, Silver, and Bronze--recognising commitment to 

lowering their businessesô environmental impact through changing their working practices. 

 

The highlight of the ceremony is the award of three Excellence awards, which are given to businesses 

that went over and above the criteria required ï truly embracing new measures out of concern for the 

environment, and showing real dedication to resource efficiency. 

 

Excellence Award winners were: 

Gold ï Pure Lakes Skincare ï Staveley, near Kendal 

Silver ïWildly rural ï Kirksanton, near Millom 

Bronze ï Hunter Hall School - Penrith 

 

Iain Blackburn of Pure Lakes Skincare, winner of the Gold Excellence Award, said, ñwinning the Gold 

Excellence Award is a huge compliment when you consider the great work done by the other finalists. 

CBEN provide an excellent service to a large variety of companies of all sizes throughout Cumbria and 

we feel honoured to be recognised in this way. We are still a young and growing company and hope 

this will demonstrate that all businesses can be environmentally responsible and successful.ò 

 

Pauline Preston of Wildly Rural, winner of the Silver Excellence Award, said, ñto be shortlisted for the 

excellence award was sufficient recognition in itself, but receiving the award ensures we can now demonstrate 

our environmental performance to our clients. 

 Although we are proud of our achievement, the award spurs us on to continue developing the environmental 

strategy which is at the forefront of our design, development and production ideas.ò 

 

Hunter Hall Headmaster Tony Winzor said, "We are delighted to receive the award in recognition of the 

school's commitment to the environment and to more general sustainability issues.  The pupils have been 

actively involved in putting together an environmental policy and to making real changes in order to be more 

aware of the effects of our behaviour on important global issues.  Whilst it is not always easy on a site that is 

made up of old and listed buildings, the governing body, too, are committed to continued responsible 

development of the school.  It is a very exciting phase of Hunter Hall School's development, coinciding with its 

25th jubilee." 

 

The speakers for the evening were Tim Foster, Head of the Blencathra Centre, one of the Field Studies 

Councilôs leading providers of outdoor education in the UK, and Dr. Nigel Mellors, Associated Dean of 

Enterprise & Engagement within the Science and Technology College at the University of Salford. Tim spoke 

about glaciers, climate change and the important work of the Blencathra Centre. Nigel spoke about the 

University of Salfordôs retrofit óEco Houseô, a unique project that allows researchers to study the energy 

efficiency of a recreated early 20
th
 Century terrace house in a controlled environment.   
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Jeremy Westgarth  from the Environment agency in Penrith presented the Excellence Awards and said: 

"We are delighted to remain involved with the CBEN programme and to provide sponsorship of the 

awards ceremony. Every year it is impressive to see the effort put in by Cumbrian businesses to reduce 

their environmental impact and in particular this year to see over 450 businesses involved, many at the 

highest standard. Congratulations to all Cumbrian businesses involved". 

 

Michael Hamer, CREAôs Environmental Manager, said, ñI am delighted that so many Cumbrian 

businesses have continued to demonstrate excellence in this important area.  I am also extremely 

proud that CREA has been able to catalyse this important work helping both the businesses and our 

shared environmentò 

 

Lynne Fox, Executive Director of CREA, said, ñItôs fantastic to bring together so many business owners 

and their staff who are demonstrating their commitment to environmental sustainability and reaping 

financial benefits from it. The government estimates businesses in the UK could add £23 billion pounds 

a year to their bottom line by managing their resources and waste more efficiently.  With fuel at record 

prices we expect a lot more businesses will be thinking about what more they could do this year.  

Joining CBEN could be the first step.ò 

 

CBEN provides advice and support to Cumbrian businesses looking to find ways to reduce their 

environmental impact and manage their resources more efficiently. For further information, or to get 

involved, please contact them on 01768 891555 or via their website at www.cumbriaben.com. 
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